Dear M. Schmtt:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Commi ssion during the public neeting held in Hannibal,
M ssouri, on August 14, 2003. In your statenent you expressed
concern about sedinentation in Quincy Bay and inquired about
the potential use of the auxiliary mter gates.

The Rock Island District of the U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers is aware of the sedinentation problens in Quincy Bay
and continues to work closely with representatives fromthe
Quincy Park District, Congressman Lane Evans’ staff, the
II'linois Departnment of Natural Resources, and the U S. Fish
and Wldlife Service to develop a long-termsolution to this
problem On February 28, 2003, the Quincy Park District
formally requested the initiation of a Section 1135 project.
Rock Island District personnel and Quincy Park District
representatives net to determine the feasibility of inplenmenting
an environnental restoration project for Quincy Bay under an
exi sting continuing authority program They discussed potentia
proj ect features, cost-sharing sponsorship, and challenges
associ ated with securing the necessary approvals and finances to
initiate a study for this proposed project.

The auxiliary mter gate bay at Lock and Dam 21 was created
Wi th mniml provisions for construction of a second |ock. In
recent years this gate has been used primarily as an energency
access route during extrene | owwater events (|l oss of navigation
pool |evels). However, the Upper M ssissippi Rver-Illinois
Wat erway System Navi gation Feasibility Study, hereinafter
referred to as the “Navigation Study,” includes an alternative
that would create a new 1, 200-foot |ock chanber in this
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auxiliary bay location. For a detailed description of the

Navi gation Study alternatives and the decision process that

will lead to the selection of a final recomended pl an, please
refer to the July 2003 Status Report found in the “Newsletters
and Status Reports” section on the study website | ocated at
http://ww2. nvr.usace.arny.m!|/unr-iwsns/. The full econon ¢ and

envi ronnment al eval uati ons necessary to support a potenti al
recommendati on for construction of navigation inprovenments and
i npl enentati on of ecosystemrestorati on nmeasures were conpl eted
in October 2003. These tentative alternative plans were




presented at a series of public neetings in Cctober 2003. The
Sept enber 2003 study newsl etter, also provided on the study’s
website in the “Newsletters and Status Reports” section,

provi des dates and | ocations of the public neetings. The final
feasibility report is currently schedul ed for conpletion in
2004.

The M ssissippi River Comm ssion appreciates your conments
and concerns for the aforenenti oned studi es addressing the
econom ¢, social, and environnental sustainability of the Upper
M ssi ssippi River System Corps personnel will continue to work
closely with their partners and stakehol ders to ensure the Upper
M ssi ssippi River Systemcontinues to be a nationally
significant ecosystemand a nationally significant conmmerci al
navi gati on system as desi gnated by Congress.

The Conmm ssi on appreciates receiving your comments and wil |
be pl eased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssipp
Ri ver Comm ssi on



